
 

 

A “Squeaky” Williams Home for 

the 21st Century 
Modern Fairytale Living in Land Park 

 

Local developers find that updating a 1930s “Squeaky” Williams home for the modern family 

proves to be a study in Sacramento history, European design, natural living, and timeless 

whimsy. 
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A “Squeaky” Williams 

Home for the 21st 

Century 
Modern Fairytale Living in Land Park  

2694 Govan 

Way 
   

 

Year Built:  1931 

Original Home Builder: 

Francis P. “Squeaky” 

Williams 

Original Square 

Footage:  1289 (3 bed/1.5 

bath) 

Remodeled Square 

Footage:  2681 (5 bed/4 

bath, with 328 sq. ft. 

granny unit) 

Developer:  Minerva 

Properties, Inc.  

General Contractor:  

GRC Development, Inc.  

Home Design:  Ted 

Smith 

Interior Design:  Lise 

Stubbs 

Landscape Design:  

Kara Leong 

Listing Agent:  Theresa 

Olson, Coldwell Banker  
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UPDATING A FAIRYTALE COTTAGE FOR MODERN LIVING 

Generations of Land Park residents have long referred to the 

rustic home on Govan Way as “the Hansel and Gretel House” 

due to the fairy tale appearance invoked by its rustic wood 

shingled roof, leaded pane glass windows, and Rapunzel-

inspired balcony nestled under a majestic and rambling oak.  

When professional home refurbishers Dan LeKander and Laurel 

Sagen of Minerva Properties, Inc. purchased the 1931 residence 

earlier this year, they understood that along with ownership of 

the historic home came the responsibility to preserve the unique 

character of this beloved neighborhood icon built by the 

renowned Frank “Squeaky” Williams.   

“I have been amazed at how much interest the neighborhood 

has shown in this renovation project since day one,” said Sagen, 

who is also the project’s general contractor.  “Everyday folks 

stop by the jobsite to tell me how much they have always loved 

this house.”   

“We definitely feel a sense of stewardship over this property,” 

remarked LeKander.  “It is our goal to ensure this home remains a 

neighborhood gem for future generations.” 
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Known as “Squeaky” because of his high-

pitched voice, Francis P. Williams was born 

in Oakland in 1888.  Williams began working 

as a carpenter in Sacramento around1913 

and became a licensed contractor in 1918. 

Equal part visionary and entrepreneur, 

Williams rose to become one of the area’s 

most popular and prolific real estate 

developers.  Buyers back then, as they do 

today, sought out Squeaky Williams’ homes 

for their unique designs, enduring quality, 

and dedication to efficient family living. 

Beginning in the 1920s, Williams’ built some 

of his homes in the Spanish Revival or 

Monterey style but soon became 

enamored with the eclectic architecture of 

cottage homes found in the English and 

French country sides.  Williams’ visits to the 

Normandy region of France inspired the 

building of several whimsical storybook style 

homes in Land Park and Curtis Park in the 

1930s and 40s.  Williams also built some 

homes in the seaside village of Carmel, 

which by that time already boasted a 

number of Hugh Comstock-designed 

homes that appeared to be taken straight 

from the pages of Grimm’s Fairytales.  In the 

1950s, he went on to develop popular 

ranch style homes in Arden Oaks.   
 

Trademark 

“Squeaky” 

Williams Style 

Elements 
   

French Eclectic and English 

Cottage architecture often 

described as “Storybook” 

or “Fairytale” style 

Brick construction or 

façades interlaced with 

stucco siding 

Steeply pitched cross-

gabled or hipped roofs 

with hand-clipped 

shingles 

Turrets and “Juliet”-style 

balconies 

Leaded glass windows 

with stained glass inserts 

Interior arches 

Vaulted living room 

ceilings with hand-hewn 

beams 

Multi-level interior floors, 

step-ups, and landings 

Expansive dark-colored 

hardwood floors 

Properties oriented around 

heritage trees and natural 

landscaping 



   

A “Squeaky” Williams’ Home for the 21st Century  4 

The Govan Way home’s new owners knew that executing a 

remodel of the landmark “Hansel and Gretel house” would be 

no easy feat.  Although the aging structure maintained its visual 

charm over the years, it had fallen into functional disrepair.  And, 

despite being located in one of Sacramento’s premiere family-

oriented neighborhoods, with only 1289 square feet of living 

space, the modest three-bedroom home was no longer 

adequate for the needs of a modern family.  So LeKander and 

Sagen assembled a team of local design experts with an 

ambitious vision of building a bigger and better “Fairytale 

Cottage for the 21st century” while endeavoring to stay true to 

“the Squeaky Williams spirit.”   

There was no question that trademark components of the 

Squeaky Williams house needed to be preserved and 

incorporated into the remodel.  Although most windows were 

replaced with new dual panes for greater energy conservation, 

the original leaded glass windows with one-of-a-kind stained 

motifs and inserts were preserved and reincorporated 

throughout the house.   

Little change was made to the grand living room with its old-

world hooded fireplace and signature high-vaulted ceilings 

flanked by hand-hewn beams, which Williams intended to serve 

as the heart of the home.   

“Anytime a design decision needed to be made,” explained 

LeKander, “we would draw inspiration from the home’s original 

living room and ask ourselves, “What would Squeaky do?”   
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In some instances the answer to that question meant restoring 

unique, and costly, elements of the home that had been lost 

over the years, such as the random-clipped wood shingles that 

likely adorned the original roof of the home—giving it that 

distinct “gingerbread” look.   Also considered a “must-do” item 

was reconstructing the original master bedroom’s south-facing 

“Juliet” balcony.   

In adding square footage to the home, the Minerva team made 

sure that any new construction complemented the original 

design.  Hardwood floors stained in a rich and dark hue, like 

Williams preferred, run throughout the old and new sections of 

the residence to ensure a sense of temporal continuity. 

At the same time, it was essential to update the home’s 

Depression-era amenities.   

“Everybody loves an ‘old’ home,” commented LeKander, “but 

they also want a spacious kitchen with all the modern 

conveniences and a master bedroom suite.” 

“Plus,” noted Sagen, “all the plumbing and wiring must be 

updated to meet current standards.” 

Staying true to Williams’ principle that a home should promote 

efficient living that serves the family, the Minerva team enlarged 

the kitchen and added a new mudroom adjacent to the 

backyard where a garden could be cultivated.  In line with 

Williams’ belief that building materials should give a richer and 

more interesting feel to a home, strikingly iridescent quartz 

adorns the new kitchen’s countertops.   
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The new second-floor master bedroom suite features gabled 

ceilings accented by the same type of hand-hewn beams found 

in the home’s living room.  And, although they are not 

considered a traditional element of a Squeaky Williams home, 

the addition of skylights in the new master suite not only bathe 

the room in resplendent oak-tree filtered light but also seem in 

keeping with Williams’ philosophy that a home should take 

practical advantage of its environment. 

The remodel now complete, the Govan Way home has been 

expanded to 2,681 square feet of living space, to include 5 

bedrooms and 3.5 baths as well as a detached guest cottage.  

Additionally, a quaint stone cobbled courtyard has been laid 

beneath the shelter of the great heritage oak tree, creating 

harmony between the new home and the property’s natural 

setting. 

“We like to think that the new house is just as Squeaky would 

have wanted it,” says LeKander. 

(Sources: “Squeaky’s House,” Inside East Sac, April 2008; 

http://csus-dspace.calstate.edu/handle/10211.9/1715) 

 


